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Semicolons, colons and dashes in clauses 
Use of the semicolon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between independent clauses (e.g. It’s raining; 

I’m fed up). 

• Choose where a semicolon could replace text in these sentences or where a 

colon is more appropriate. The punctuation should separate the independent 

clauses. 

• Circle the text that can be removed and write in the appropriate punctuation. 

Flora was beginning to feel desperate because her exams were starting in less 

than three weeks. She was hoping to pass all her exams she believed her future as a doctor 

depended upon it. She had four exams they were in Maths, English, Science and History. 

English was her least favourite because she found the grammar terms very confusing. 

The teacher explained to Flora that she was sure to do well because she had worked hard all year, 

she had natural talent and had a firm grasp of the ideas. 

Separate the independent clauses in the following sentences and use either dashes, semicolons or 

colons instead of existing punctuation. 

Today she was struggling with her work, she had hay fever and couldn't stop sneezing. 

She had even started crying during Maths, it was so embarrassing. 

Her teacher, who was very understanding, brought her a tissue and some water. 

Mark those that you think could also use dashes instead of semicolons (or semicolons instead of 

dashes), with a star. 

 

Explain the difference between semicolons and colons when marking the boundary of 

independent clauses. 

 

 

 

When would you use a dash rather than a comma or semicolon? 
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Year 6 Answers 
In some questions, alternative answers may be acceptable. The likeliest answers are given below. If 
questions have more than one answer, teachers should use their own judgement when marking. 
 
6f 

Flora was beginning to feel desperate; her exams were starting in less than three weeks. 

She was hoping to pass all her exams; her future as a doctor depended upon it. 

She had four exams: Maths, English, Science and History. 

English was her least favourite: she found the grammar terms very confusing. 

The teacher explained to Flora that she was sure to do well: she had worked hard all year, 

had natural talent and a firm grasp of the ideas. 

 

Today she was struggling with her work: she had hay fever and couldn't stop sneezing. 

She had even started crying during Maths – it was so embarrassing. 

Her teacher – who was very understanding – brought her a tissue and some water. 

 
You would use a colon rather than a semicolon: 

• if the clause after the colon adds detail to the clause before the colon 

• to introduce a list if the introduction is an independent clause. 

 
You would use a dash in a less formal context. You would probably not use a dash where there is 
already a hyphen in the sentence. 
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